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SUBJ: HONDURAN MINIMUM WAGE DECREE 

REF: TEGUCIGALPA 595 

1. SAN PEDRO SULA DAILY LA PRENSA OF TODAY'S DATE PUBLISHED 
THE LONG AWAITED MINIMUM WAGE DECREE WITH AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF MAY 1. AN OFFICIAL OF THE MINISTRY OF LABOR 
CONFIRMED THAT DATE. 

2. THE DECREE HAS ONLY SLIGHT CHANGES FROM DRAFT DESCRIBED 
REFTEL. BASIC DIFFERENCES ARE THAT DECREE REMOVES LA 
CEIBA FROM THE AREAS TO HAVE A 4 LEMPIRA MINIMUM DAILY 
WAGE AND WIPES OUT THE 3.5 LEMPIRA WAGE EARLIER SLATED 
FOR PUERTO CORTES. TELA, EL PROGRESO AND CHOLUTECA. THE 
DECREE PROVIDES: 

A. 4 LEMPIRA (1 LEMPIRA EQUALS U.S.S.50) DAILY WAGE 
FOR EMPLOYEES IN MANUFACTURING. COMMERCE, TRANSPORTATION, 
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CENTRAL DISTRICT (TEGUCIGALPA) AND THE MUNICIPALITY OF 
SAN PEDRO SULA; 

B. 3 LEMPIRA DAILY WAGE FOR SAN PEDRO SULA WORKERS 
INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION, HOME INDUSTRY, OR SMALL INDUSTRY 
OR COMMERCE. SMALL BUSINESSES ARE THOSE WITH FIVE OR 
FEWER EMPLOYEES; 

C. 4 LEMPIRA MINIMUM WAGE FOR DOCK WORKERS, STEVEDORES, 
MINERS, PETROLEUM WORKERS, RAILROADERS AND EXPORT BANANA 
WORKERS; 

D. 3 LEMPIRAS DAILY WAGE FOR WORKERS IN FIELDS LISTED 
IN (A) AND (B) BUT IN GEOGRAPHIC AREAS NOT DESCRIBED; 

E. AGRICULTURAL WORKERS WILL RECEIVE A 2 LEMPIRA 
MINIMUM WHICH WILL GO TO L.2.50 IN ONE YEAR; 

F. APPRENTICES WILL EARN ONE HALF OF LISTED MINIMUM; 

G. EXEMPTION FOR DOMESTICS AND EMPLOYEES OF CONFIDENCE; 

H. PROGRESSIVE FINES FROM 100 LEMPIRAS TO 25,000 LEMPIRAS; 

I. MANAGEMENT MUST PROVE JUST CAUSE IN CASE OF DISMISSAL 
OF ANY COVERED EMPLOYEE. 

3. ALTHOUGH CURRENT STATISTICS ARE EITHER UNTRUSTWORTHY 
OR UNAVAILABLE, THE LAST PUBLISHED STATISTICS (FOR YEAR 1972) 
INDICATE MOST CATEGORIES OF WORK ALREADY HAVE HIGHER WAGE 
THAN THE NEW MINIMUM. THE PUBLISHED STATISTICS MAY BE 
MISLEADING, HOWEVER. LABMIN FONSECA HAS TOLD LABOFF THAT 
TEGUCIGALPA DAILY AVERAGE IS 1.85 LEMPIRAS AND PROMISED 
A COPY OF MINISTRY PROJECTION OF NUMBERS OF AFFECTED 
WORKERS. PROJECTION FIGURES WILL BE FORWARDED WHEN 
AVAILABLE. 

SANCHEZ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LABOR LAW, MINIMUM WAGE 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 APR 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974TEGUCI01648 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740094-0270 
From: TEGUCIGALPA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740423/aaaaaumx.tel 

Line Count: 98 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: TEGUCIGALPA 595 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: shawdg 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 SEP 2002 by BryanSD>; APPROVED <27 DEC 2002 by shawdg> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: HONDURAN MINIMUM WAGE DECREE 
TAGS: ELAB, ECON, HO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



